
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 June 2020 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Following last week’s update, we received the following communication from the Archbishop yesterday. 
 

Religious practices 
Can I go to church or my place of worship? 
Yes, places of worship are permitted to open with capacity limits of 100 people per single undivided space, up to a total 
of 300 in the entire venue, excluding the people required to conduct the service. 
  
There should be 2 square metres of floor space per person and patrons should practice physical distancing by keeping 
1.5 metres from other patrons from other households. 
  
Communion requires the sharing of a cup; can this practice continue? 
This practice is not advised.  Current health advice should be followed. 

 
With this clarification, I am delighted to advise that our Church will be open again this Sunday 7 June! 
 
Having taken a measurement of the church space, and erring on the side of caution, we can accommodate 
80 people in the church space plus 10 people involved in conducting the service.  When you arrive, you will 
need to sign the covid-safety contact tracing register, adhere to physical distancing measures and be 
particularly mindful of hand sanitization.  ‘Welcomers’ at the door will help to guide people through the 
entry so that the foyer does not become congested.  Kidz Zone will also continue in person, and the 
Diocesan Operations Manager has advised me that the areas designated for that activity can be subject to 
the same guidelines as apply to schools.  This means that the children don’t need to be distanced from one 
another when they are out in allocated Hall space, but when they are in the Church with other adults after 
Kidz Zone, they do need to adhere to physical distancing (unless it’s their immediate family of course).  
 
An earlier Pastoral Letter provided information about the results of the consultation regarding moving to 
one combined service, and that the responses had mostly been positive.  So – it seems appropriate to 
gather together and celebrate (1.5 metres or so apart from one another…) the reopening of the Church at 
a combined 9AM service, and continue with that pattern from then on. 
 
In other news 
 
The ‘Service in Exile’ on Wednesday nights has probably served its purpose since the Wednesday 10AM 
service and Sundays are both resuming.  There is the possibility of still using Zoom to do things online of a 
weeknight in future (online Bible quiz? Other options?) and I welcome ideas about this.  But for now, the 
Wednesday night service can cease. 
 



The Gardening Group meets on Saturday morning 6 June at 8.30AM to 11.30AM.  We would love helpers 
with this!  Please let me know if you can come and help out, and I will pass the info along to Judith and 
Rosemary. 
 
I had booked a week of leave a couple of weeks ago thinking that restrictions would be easing in late June 
rather than early June.  We got the welcome surprise that things are resuming earlier than that, but it’s 
important that I still take that time off, so I have arranged for The Reverend Canon Tom Sutton to take the 
service on Sunday 14 June. 
 
Please reach out if there is anything which is unclear, but otherwise, I so look forward to seeing you again 
this Sunday at 9AM. We give thanks to God that we are in the privileged position of being able to do this. 
 
Every blessing, 
 

The Reverend Brett D. Gibson 
Priest-in-Charge | Church of St Michael & All Angels | Anglican Parish of Canning 
www.canningtonanglicans.org.au  
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